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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) liS is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1:8 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim{s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-4 and 6-8 aie rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by EP 
1059263 Al (Nojima a/). 

In regards to claim 1 , Nojima et al disclose a method for removing CO from a hydrogen- 
containing gas by a selective oxidation comprising the steps of: a) Preparing a zeolite catalyst 
carrying Pt or Ru; b) Flowing a CO-containing hydrogen-rich mixture gas and an oxygen- 
containing gas through said zeolite catalyst carrying Pt or Ru (See [0008], [0009], [0010], 
[0023], and [0024]). The catalyst is prepared by impregnating a zeolite powder with an aqueous 
solution containirig Pt or Ru ions, followed by drying and calcining (See [0039], [0051], and 
[0052]). 

In regai'ds to claim 2, Nojima et al exemplify his invention with a Pt ion concentration of 
0.4 parts by weight (See [0051] and [0052]). 

In regards to claims 3 and 4, Nojima et al disclose that the zeolite may be Y-zeolite and 

mordenite (See [0019]). 

In regai'ds to claim 6, Nojima et al disclose that the CO-containing hydrogen-rich mixture 
gas and the oxygen-containing gas have a temperature in the range of between 50°C and 280°C 
(See [0026]). 
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In regards to claim 7, Nojima et al disclose that the CO-containing hydrogen-rich mixture 
gas is obtained from a reforming process and the hydrogen-rich gas mixture produced is 
introduced into a fuel cell (See [0031] and [0032]). 

Regarding claim 8, Nojima et al disclose treating a gaseous composition comprising 
0,6% Co and 0.6 %02 (molar ratio equal to 1) (See [0058]). 

No difference is seen between the instantly claimed invention and Nojima et al 
disclosure. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nojima et al as 
apphed to claims 1-4 and 6-8 above, and further in view of US Patent No. 5,391,291 (Winquist 
etal), 

Nojima et al apply herein as above. Nojima e/ al disclose the instantly claimed invention 
for preparing the instantly claimed catalysts by impregnation and discloses heating and calcining 
the catalyst at a temperature of 500°C (See rejection above). Nojima et al fail to disclose the 
heating temperature range inistantly claimed. 

Winquist et al is relied upon to teach a process for preparing a catalyst comprising a Y- 
zeolite and a noble metal such as ruthenium and platinum wherein the zeolite is impregnated 
with an aqueous solution containing Pt or R ions and thereafter heating at a temperature in the 
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range from 25X to 200T and calcining at a temperature in the range from 200°C to 850°C (See 
col. 5, line 49 to col. 6, line 47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinai y skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have heated Nojima et al catalyst at a temperature in the range from 25°C to 200°C 
as taught by Winquist et al, since Winquist et al disclose that this is the temperature range used 
for heating an impregnated catalyst as instantly claimed. Alternatively, one of ordinary skilled in 
the art would have been motivated to use the temperature range of Winquist et al, since his 
catalyst is similar in composition and process of making as the catalyst of Nojima et al. 
Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Maribel Medina whose telephone number is (571) 272-1355. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stanley Silverman can be reached on (571) 272-1358, The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Infoimation regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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